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Respected Auditors :—The occasion which 
called forth this production, demands ‘that 
no exertion on my part be withheld im expo- 
sing and advancing your interest, and tle imte- 
rest of that dear cause in which we are mutu- 
ally engaged. And in attempting te diseharge 
my present'duties, I feel more than a common 
engagedness, and a higher responsibility ¥est- 
ing upon me than before has been experi@ficed, 
arising in a measure from the peculiar ern 
stances in which I am placed. But in additio 
tothis fact, there are almost every day new 
scenes presented for sefioys and derout consi 
deration, and energetick and prompt attention. 
A period is on the wing, fraught with dire 
mischief and consuming desolation to our dear- 
est rights and our highest privileges. A mon- 
ster, stained with the gore of sixteen centuries, 
running its “sanguinary rounds” for human 
prey and Christian blood, is hovering over this 
land on sable pinions, brooding over the dark 
and malevolent designs of a powerful and welli- 
organized, and chivalrick host, who, from their 
movements, seem determined to crush forever 
the fabrick of our freedom! Pretended reli- 
gion and a zeal for God, constitute the pro- 
fessed basis of this mighty enterprize! The 
uplifted blow is aimed at us with more despe- 
rate determination, perhaps, than at any other 
order of professed Christians, because we haye 
been foremost in the ranks of their opponents 
in exposing to publick view and’ merited exe- 
cration; their plots and intrigues to introduce 
into this temple of liberty a despotick govern- 
ment and a law religion! and. be assured, that 
their heaviest vengeance will fall on us, should 
they succeed in the work they have commen- 
ced. Then, brethren, “ Beware lest any man 
spoil vou through philosophy and. vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world and not after Christ :”—ColMi. 8. 

T have selected these words of the Apostle, 
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& most suitable to the occasion and our pre~ 
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seut purposes, believing that this subject; in. 


| its several parts, conveys the sum of our true 


interest in matters.of Christiet duty. e 

1, “ Beware lest any man spoil you. ie 
philosophy.” 'The word rendered spoil, “sig- 
nifies to be robbed or spoiled of one’s goods, as 
if by violence’or rapine,”’ and is well adapted, 
in its meaning and connexion, to @xpress the 
threatened destruction of all that is dear-in 
life, and robbing us of the rights and privileges 
secured togys by the-charter of our country, 
and sealed BY the bleod of our fathers! The 
term philosophy signifies a love of wisdom, -om 
knowledge, natural or moral ; a hypothesis or 
system upon which natural effects are explain- 
ed ; reasoning or argumentation. 

Now the true principles of philosophy are, 
by no means, inimical to Christianity, but are 
eminently calculated to aid us in the prope 
understanding of that divine science. ho 
can withhold his dove from that Wisdom which 
is from above, whichis pure, gentle and easy 
to be entreated, fuff of mercy and of good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypecri- 
cy? Who can forbetr to possess himself of 
the charms and raptures resulting from a con- 
templation of this wisdom ? Nor did the Apos- 
tle caution his brethren against true wisdom or 
genuine philosophy ; but against those things 
which, he says, “indeed have a show of wis- 
dom in will-worship, and humility, and ne- 
glecting of the body :”—verse 23. A show 
was all they could boast while the substance 
was lacking. Speaking of the philosophers in 
his day, the Apostle says, ‘‘ professing them- 
selves to be wise they became fools, and chan- 
ged the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man”—Rom. 
i. 22, 23, The ancient philosophers represent- 
ed their god in the human form or figure, and 
upon such figures the sculptors lavished all 
their skill and wisdom, from which originated 
the “‘ Hercules of Farnese, the Venus of Me- 
dicis, and the Apollo of Belvidere? And 
having constru their gods after the human 
shape, they clothed them with human passionsy 
and human attributes. The Apostles would 
have their brethren wise to that which is good, 
but cautioned them against being wise in their 
own conceit. It was that cenceited wisdom, 
und those high pretensions to philosophy which 
rendered the Jewish and Pagan worship ridi- 
culous. 

It was this kind of philosophy against which 
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the Apostle entered his protest, and of which 
- Tie would have his brethren beware, lest they 
should be led to the same idolatgy. 

From this picture of ancient stperstition, let 

us see if we can collect the materials which 
compose the fabrick of the present popular re- 
ligion. 
‘+ 1."The heathen philosophers “ changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
‘made like to corruptible man”—and endowed 
him with the passions of our fallible nature. 
Our modern philosophers have enrobed the 
Almighty in more malignant and direful pas- 
sions than the heathens did. They make him 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent ; but 
they make him cruel and vindictive, in propor- 
tion to his power ; deceitful, in professing love 
for all, when he designed indiscribable wo for 
countless taillions of human beings before they 
were born, and rigidly serutinizing in keeping 
a record of all the actions, thoughts and words 
‘of all human intelligences, for @hibition, to 
the astonishment of earth and heaven, at the 
day of Jadgement! Frequently they repre- 
sent the Deity as weak and incapable of gov- 
erning his creatures or controling the works of 
his hands—at other times as furious and re- 
yengeful to all classes, and destroying the 
righteous with the wicked. Such is the case 
when storms and tempests deform the heavens 
and desolate the earth, and fill the mind with 
fear and amazciment—when the winds and the 
‘paves of the ocean conspire to the destruction 
of life and hope and wealth—Then it is, that 
God is pouring ont the vials of his vengeance 
upon the guilty, by an especial act of his pro- 
yidence ! 

Now the heathen philosophers had their 

arate gods for tempest, ocean, rill and river ; 
but our Lets philosophers aseribe all these 


events to the anger of the God of heaven! The | 


ansient philosophers had a plurality of gods, 
aed our modern lovers of abstruse science and 
mystick philosophy have also a plurality in the 
God-head. Jupiter, the supreme god of the 
agans, when he had exhausted the store of 
his patience, forbearance and long-suffering 
with his offending subjects, had recourse to 
his thunder. So the Supreme Father of the 
Universe, is represented as becoming impatient 
with his creatures, and determining to destroy 
them without exception. His Justice could not 
be satisfied without taking ample and intermi- 
nable vengeance of all his rebellious subjects. 
To prevent this wide-spread ruin, the second 
person ef the trinity, “quenched his Father’s 
flaming sword in his own precious blood,” and 
all again was calm and settled. Thus peace 
was once more restored to the bosom of the 
Father, and the Son received all the wo that 
would otherwise have been poured out upon a 
ilty Universe in both worlds! This infinite 


as as itis called, is said to have made 
infinite satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
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world. But this placid temper and ‘Dacifie 
state of affairs i of but allot coda 
For mankind had no sooner begun to populate 
thé earth, than they increased in wickédnegs 
On which account it repenied the Lord that he 
had made man and was grieved at his heart* 
He raised a mighty deluge by a protracted Tain 
of forty days and forty nights, and spread uni- 
versal waste and devastation with the excep. 
tion of what were saved in the ark. My ob- 
ject in bringing this subject to view here, is, tp 
contrast the common construction of it, -with 
the idea of an infinite satisfuctinn reveived be. 
fore, which, by this time, had lost its effec, 
upon the mind of him who received it, 
business of genuine philosophy 1s w poten 
to the understanding the reason and fitness of 
things. But the philosophy of religionists of 
the present day, as well as in days of yore, js 
adapted and used to bewilder the mind, and in. 
troduce doubt and infidelity. It is this tha 
has created most of the unbelief in the present 
day, or in any other age since the introduction 
of Christianity. 

2. The Pagans and Jews, particularly the 
Essenes, made a great show of piety in mani- 
festing deep humility, in order to gain pros. 
lytes. They pretended to spend much of their 
time’ in the contemplation of the Deity, the 
bett@y to give influence to their opinions and 
delude the mass of the people into their mea 
sfres. In this respect our modern philosophers 
are not a whit behind those of whom the Apos- 
tle complains. They practice all the prostra- 
tions and affected forms of humility that were 
adopted by the benighted pagans with few er- 
ceptions ; and there is nothing, perhaps, which 
has so powerful an effect upon the young and 
uninformed, as their repeated groans and 
shouts end prostrations. Only let these out- 
ward signs of sanctity be seen, ‘and let it be 
believed, that they are the sflects of God’s spi- 
rit, and it will be easy to command the faith 
and fear of all who are deceived by such pre- 
tensions. 

3. In addition to affected humiliaiion of spi- 
rit, the heathen philosophers enjoined macera- 
tion, or “ neglecting of the body,” but seemed 
careful to avoid afilicting themselves farther 
than was necessary to give a test of their own 
sincerity. Ina similar manner our modems 
induce their followers to neglect their temporal 
concerns and give all their attention to the 
salvation of their souls. They bind burdens 
on men’s shoulders grievous to be borné, but 
will not touch them with one of their fingers. 
The philosophy of this, is, that God is angry, 
and something must be done to appease his 
wrath, and the priests are the only proper per- 





*[ would nat be understood te intend any but the 
popular notions on this subject. Mr. Belamy trans- 
lates the passage thus—* Nevertheless Jehovab wes 
satisfied that he had made the man on the earth, not- 
withstanding he idolized himself at his heart.” 
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sons to prescribe to the people what must be 
done; and in every instance, if possible, they 
will persuade them that nothing can be done to 
the aceeptance of God, without their direction 
and superintendance. By this means they se- 
cure to themselves a superstitious veneration 
and influence which operate tike a two-edged 
svordin church and state, in things temporal 
and spiritual. The community are told to deny 
themselves, take up their cross, and follow the 
Saviour. But before this time, they expect to 
look to the priests for directions how to fellow 
the Saviour, who never fail to draw the cords 
that bind their deluded subjects still closer 
shout thom. They are then told by their spi- 
ritual! guides, that denying themselves consists 
jn mortification and abstenance, in fasting, hu- 
miliation and prayer, and in renouncing the 
world, the flesh, and the devil; that taking up 
their eross, iz to make a publick profession of 
religion before the world, on which account it 
is said they will be despised and persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake ; and that following the 
Saviour, is to unite with the church by being 
baptized, partake of the Lord’s Supper, sub- 
scribe to their articles of faith and principles of 
church government, and renounce fellowship 
with all who call in question the infalibility of 
their creed. They are farther told, when it 
becomes necessary, that the scriptures and hu- 
man reason are at perpetual and irreconcilable 
war with each other, or words to the same 
amount ; and that, in order for them to become 
true followers of Christ, they must give them- 
elves ontirely up to him, and yield every pre- 
tention to reason, as to those matters which 
are called secret things ;——but the preacher will 
ever be cautious to point out what those secret 
things are, and not leave them to the subjects 
themselves to determine. In this manner of 
disciplining church members they become _fol- 
lowers—but of whom? of Christ? No, cer- 
tainly not. They may, and do mean well, and 
so far they are without blame. But instead of 
pursuing the open, undisguised, and ingenuous 
course, and copying the wholesome examples 
of the Mesiah, they become the followers of 
a biggotted, censorious and worldly-minded 
tiesthood! How wide of the mark do they 
all! and is the mistake fatal? It is, presu- 
ming their doctrine to be true; for they con- 
stantly affirm, that those who do not, in this 
life, become true and undeviating disciples of 
Christ, must be forever miserable, and that, 
“whatever remains undone at the hour of 
death, will continue so throughout eternity.” 
Now if professors of religion err in the choice 
of their pattern, and adopt the doctrines and 
dogmas of men, instead of receiving the doc- 
trine and commandments of Christ, and con- 
tinue so through life, and die in this errour, 
hope can never touch their case, or in any de- 
gree come to their relief! 
This, brethren, is the legitimate fruit of a 





pretended philosophy, which is as false as the 
stories of the prophet of Mecca! Beware, then, 
lest any man spoil you through this philoso- 
phy ; for if you admit any of their pretensions, 
they will form a passport for the whole system 
of errour, and you will be enthralled in the 
mazes of spiritual wickedness and folly. 

2. Beware of “ vain deceit,” or that vanit 
calculated to deceive. High pretentions to phi- 
losophy, faulty indeed in its premises and con- 
clusions, but concealed from the. view of the 
multitude, having given the priesthood the 
ascendancy over the people, ey begin to con- 
cert their plans and prosecute r measures, 
by flattering the pride and prejudices of their 
followers. They increase in numbers and in 
wealth and in popular influence ; and the rich, 
who profess no religion, become their friends 
uud their donors, having a desire to skare in 
their honours and their applause, 'Those men, 
not feeling inclined to become members of the 
church, where their vanity is flattered and their 
cash solicited, give good evidence of their use- 
fulness in the temporal concerns of the church, 
and are appointed to the office of trustees. The 
same class of men frequently fill the most im- 
portant offices in missionary, bible and tract 
societies, and in the various branches and aux- 
iliaries of the same throughout the country.— 
The greatest management is observed to keep 
those in office who can benefit their cause by 
either pecuniary or personal influence. The 
most wily arts are practised upon community 
by the credit of great names, and the finkling 
and empty sounds of honour and offieé. 

Besides these means, apaual reports are 
made and published of all these various socie- 
ties and their branches, to which are appended, 
in flaming capitals, long catalogues of officers 
and donors. These catch the publick eye and 
inflate their pore and swell their vanity, to 
know, that if they patronize the work which 
has obtained the approbation of the great, their 
names will be associated with those of the ex- 
cellent of the earth, and be enrolled on the 
printed page, and attach an importance to them 
which otherwise they could not possess; an 
those who can thus be led on, and the aumber 
is not small, will not be likely to sink their ex- 
pected honour in the dust, at the very thresh- 
hold of their greatness by giving sparingly, but 
they will contribute in proportien to their 
means, and too often, ip proportion to their 
thirst for empty applause ; and leave their fa- 
milies to suffer for the necessaries of life. Jn 
this way those societies have accumulated vast 
sums of money, which have become so great as 
to embolden them to farther and more import- 
ant enterprizes. The friends of those measures 
have established Sunday schools throughout 
the Union ; which, on account of the art and 
intrigue by which they have been. managed, 
together with a eommon veneration for the 
first day of the week, have increased im some 
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places, with an astonishing rapidity. These 
schools have become the nurseries of bigotry 
and intoleranee, though at first, like ali the 
schemes of the same projectors, they wore the 
character of the Lamb. Now they present a 
formidable aspect and contain the germs of 
monarchy and oppression ; and before our forms 
shall moulderi n the dust, unless Heaven avert 
the storm by a timely reverse of circumstances, 
we shall see tyranny stalk through our land 
with impunity, when there will be no earthly 
power to.arrest its desolating march. 

A calculation-on this interesting and import- 
ant subject cannot fail, I think, to induce every 
friend to liberty, to put forth all his powers and 
influence to crash this monster of destruction 
before it receives sufficient strength to burst 
its vengeance upon the world. The present 
generation, who are in the active affairs of life, 
will soon be removed, and be succeeded by 
another, and the generation soon to follow, in 
quick succession, are those who are educated 
according to the wishes of an aspiring priest- 
hood. They have already multiplied objects 
for the tender mind to dwell upon, and form 
the principles of its religious education and 

rejudices. They have their Sunday-keeping 

oats and Sunday-keeping stages, which are 
subjects the scholars are made familiarly ac- 
quainted with.; and the proprietors are flatter- 
ing themselves, that, ere long, the class they 
are now forming will turn all the tide of their 
business and influence to their schemes ; and 
so it will be, without a speedy exertion to 
avert the blow. - It is not the keeping of the 
Sabbath about which we complain, but it is 
the final result to be anticipated from the mea- 
sures now in operation. They have already 
boasted, that in ten or twenty years, at most, 
every important office, with faithful exertions 
on their part, in. the whole Union, may be 
filled with persons whose characters have been 
formed in Sunday schools! and do you think 
they will not exert themselves? The thought 
would be absurd. ‘This was the object they 
first contemplated, though it was concealed 
from the eye of the publick uader the cloak of 
pretended innocence ! 

Depend upon it, brethren, these remarks 
are not visionary, but substantially important 
and worthy of your attention. You may say, 
perhaps, that you see nothing here from which 
you ean expect any such result. But the means 
are silently growing and gathering strength in 
the midst of you. It was not designed by the 
craft, that much noise should be made abroad 
until the publick mind shall become ripe for 
the event. Besides, there is an object now 

lainly visible in this lamb-like manwuvering 
in the places where their measures are still in 
the bud. This state of things here, is very 
well adapted to lull us to repose, and induce 
us to think that all is secure, and no evil in- 
tended. But O the fatal delusion! These lit- 
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| tle voleanos will ultimately send forth their 
sheets of fire and streams of lava that will 

up every source of rational enjoyment, and 
wither the yjne and the fig tree of our ha 
land, and spread ruin and mourning, lamenta- 
tion and wo among all the captive lovers of gos, 
pel light and liberty. This fatal event is on the 
march, in spite of our incredulity, and yet we 
are lending helping hands to our own demoli- 
tion, by permitting our children to augment 
the forces of our fell foe and drink the deadly 
draught at the hands of -our enemies ! When 
will this evil terminate? How lung will it he 
before our friends in different places will.see 
the danger and arise in the strength ‘fof the; 
locks to prevent this horrid catastrophe ? Wil 
it not be yntil the bolts and chains thet. ar 
forging fgr"us shall have rived the temple qd 
our righéS and bound us to the cold and relue, 
tant embrace of spiritual tyranny? Forbid it, 
Heaven! 

There can be no doubt, that there are seve. 
ral denominations of professing Christians who 
agree in the main as to sentiment, with the 
monopolizing sect which is leading the van to 
spiritual conquest, who are innocently foster- 
ing the same evil. They may keep themselves 
aloof and separate now, and abhor and detest 
the traitorous moyements and treasonable boast. 
ings of religious desperadoes, But. they will 
find to their sorrow, that the clouds and winds 
and sweeping hail will yet urise from the damps 
of their own well-meant labours, and a deep, 
and wide-spread and overwhelming storm will 
close around them, when resistance wil] he nn- 
availing, and shiver their bark and simk them 
in the general ruin! [ predict this because the 
principles taught in Sunday schools, by all the 
sects of the popular faith, contain the leading 
features of the priestly schemes pow in pr0- 
gress ; and the majority of the children taught 
in them will be imperceptibly led, step by step, 
to succeed their designs. 

No plan could have been adopted, by all the 
art of scolastick science that would have taken 
so well, as the one they have entered into for 
the sanctification of the Sabbath. It is one thet 
commands general attention, and promises all 
that its movers intended to accomplish by it. 
But shall we be led away to the slaughter by 
this “vain deceit ?” Shall we contribute to 
their support and fan the fire to light the fag- 
gots of our own destruction ? | Will,.we send 
our children to be drilled in their, schaols.of 
priestly domihation ? Will we be found to en- 
courage, in any respect, the unhallowed plots 
that are every day developing around us to 
bring us into bondage? No, brethren, we hope 
better things of you; nay, we believe you are 
above temptation where so much is at stake. 

But what must those think who are careless 
and half unbelieving as to the things of reli- 
gion, when they see so much thirsting for 
power by the professed followers of the meek 











ee : 
and lowly Jesus ? Will it not confirm them in 
infidelity, and lead them to pronounce christi- 
snity alla farce, a system of priestcraft? It 
has had this effect already in thousands of in- 
stances, and/is likely to increase a hundred 
fold. But, brethren, we should not take the 
abuses of christianity for the thing itself. But 
we cught to withdraw, both support and coun- 
tenance, from every plan which in its nature 
js calculated to build up an exclusive and dom- 
ineering priesthood. 

8. These thingsare after the traditions of 
nen, didedty'@ spurious philosophy and a vain 


Ta all ages'of which we have any record, 
mankind have had their interests, their preju- 
dices and their traditions to serve; We have 
seen what were the traditions of the wisest 

of the idolatrous Jews and Pagans in the 
Apostle’s day, and to what extravagancies they 
were led in selecting and forming their objects 
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| the holy land, and commenced their work of 
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desolation. ‘Thus from small beginnings their 
corruptions swelled to a devouring flood, which 
deluged the earth in human gore, and drove 
peace from the habitations of men. 

The same foot-steps are now. trod which for- 
merly led to the appalling catastrophe which 
we have just mentioned. ~ England, France, 
Spain and Portugal, as well as. America, have 
sent out their missionaries to christianize the 
heathen. Those nations all boast of their prow~ 
ess and militaty achievements; and wherever 
they are successful in making prosolytes to 
their cause, they will train them to arms and 
inure them to the fatigues of war when occa- 
sion requires. These will be ever ready to 
engage under the blood-stained banners of an 





apostate church in-any contest recomménded 


| by their leaders; and the aspiring priests of 


| Colombia’s soil stand tip-toe, with eager and 
throbbing hearts, with the fatal axe alfeady 


of worship. One extreme always leads. to | raised to sever the tree of liberty from its 


another; hence it was, that the priests and 

ilosophers in those times, pretending toa 
knowledge far above the capacity or the com- 
prebension of the people, and succeeding in 


the establishment of their pretentions, they | 


were regarded by the superstitious multitudes, 


in some degree, as a superiour order of beings. | 


When this object was gained, whose materials 


they borrowed from the traditions of the idola- \ 


trous nations, the fruitful genius of mystery 
and fraud invented new schemes and new 
chains-to exalt themselves and to fetter more 
fetally the minds of their deluded subjects.— 
Thus one invention followed another, in rapid 


succession, until the gospel of the Grace of | 


God had been turned into lasciviousness, and 


hot a trace, but the name, was left of Aposto- | 


lick preaching. By this time, by assimilating 
the p 
and emperors had united their forces with the 
priests and monks. Here commenced a most 
sanguinary mode of conversion. Several of the 
sutrounding provinces had not yielded to the 
ghostly assumptions of St. Peter’s successors ; 
and as the priesthood Had sunk into the most 
consummate ignorance, and become, by their 
own wilful neglect, incapable of using either 
argument or persuasion ; and moreover having 
no desire to employ any such means, they came 
to the shorter method of evangelizing the hea- 
then'by the force and power of the secular 
trm. Friendly altiancés were made among 
the chief powers of the church; and war was 
roclaimed against the infidels. The bloody 
arrangues of popes and emperors, priests and 
monks inflamed the publick mind matured for 
the event, and a frantick zeal ran through all 
the ranks of the pilgrims like an electrick 
shock. Different kingdoms united under one 
common head; a mighty and tremendous ar- 
my was raised, and they set their faces towards 


| 


} 


agan and Jewish traditions with the in- | 
sulted cause of Christianity, powerful kings | 


trunk ! 

| America has but just brushed herself from 
the,dust of a protracted struggle with England 
for her freedom. She fought gloriously and 
obtained it. Religion has now become popu~ 
lar; and the majority of professors, both im 
England and in America are of one heart and 
of one mind. In Great Britain, religion is es- 
tablished by law, and in this country a despe- 
| rate struggle is now making for a similar esta- 
| blishment. A transient Englishman has been 
| known to advocate it in company with a priest 
| of the popclar order in a full assembly in the 
village of Utica, but a short time since, where 
the latter asserted, that the measures then in 
| requisition, would be carried into effect, if it 
were at the expense of their lives ! When these 
facts stare us in the countenance, and these 
threats come from an acknowledged organ of 
the “Christian party in politicks,” there re- 
mains nota mist of doubt that they will turn 
every means in their own power to the best 
advantage to accomplish their malignant pur- 
| poses. Should their present means fail them, 
they ‘vould not abandon the cause as hopeless. 
But they know their strength. They have col- 
lected millions of dollars from our industrious 
citizens, and shipped it out of the country to 
erect missionary establishments in foreign 
lands. They have accumulated millions more 
which they have in their own hands and at 
their control. They have weakened the pecu- 
niary nerves and sinews of our government, 
and administered the Letheal potion to nearly 
half of our population. And what if those 
means should be insufficient? They could 
raise the Macedonian cry across the Atlantick, 
afid the British, ecclesiasticks would supply 
them with the needed help. Besides, the 
could call in aid their foreign recruits from dit 
ferent quarters, and augment their strength 
with the products of their fertile missionary 
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fields abroad. Indeed we know not but the 
coffers of the combination are groaning under 
the donations and bequests of those whose liv- 
ings are secured to them by law, and who have 
tasted the sweets of priestly rule and ghostly 
influence, for the very purposes here expressed. 
The idea is one that grows out of the nature 
of the ease. For we find that this has been 


done in centuries past, “and the same spirit | 
past, P 


rules in them all,” in the present day, who are 
seeking for power; that impelled the ancient 
éorrupters of Christianity to unite in the eom- 
mon ¢ause; and now there are scores of priests 


travefsing our country, infesting the moral and | 


the political atmosphere with their pestilential 
breath, and blighting with spiritual mildew the 
minds of the rising generation! Will it be 
said, that mankind have become enlightened, 
and even now the cause of the combination is 
deelining ? This is undeniable in a certain 
degree. But they have seen this decay of con- 
fidence in the present generation, and are ex- 
erting their powers with desperate precision, 
and are disciplining the very bone and sinew 
of our dependence for the holy enterprize. It 
is not enough, brethren, that we have broken 
loose from ‘their iron grasp, and estimate their 
traditions according to their proper value. Our 
childrep must be kept from receiving the con- 
tamination which all are certain to inhale who 
come within theirinfluence. Like the fabled 
tree of Java, they spread poison and death 
wherever their popular puff is inspired. 

Separate yourselves and your children, then, 
from favouring this threatened ruig, and come 
not near this gate of death! Shake off the 
lethargick spell that may still render you in- 
credulous, and arise in the majesty of your 
cause, which is the cause of God, of man, and 
of liberty, before you are shorn of your strength 
and your eyes put ont by the extinction of the 
light of Christianity and the introduction of the 
reign of terrour. 

“ Beware lest any man spoil you through phi- 
losophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ.” 

4. How much unlike thé system upon which 
we have been remarking, is the mild govern- 
ment of God. To follow after Christ, in his 
doctrines, precepts and examples, would secure 
fo us harmony and peace ; and if all were dis- 
posed to do so, it would save us the unplea- 
santness of animadverting upon the suspicious 
conduct of our fellow-beings. But to be silent 
now would be unpardonable, nor does charity 
demand it. The Jewish dispensation was of a 
worldly nature, and answered all the purposes 
of chureh and state. Jesus established a king- 
dom which was not of this world, or was mot 
of a worldly character, and in this respect, as 
well as in many others, differed from that of 
Moses. The Israelites sought and expected a 
Messiah who should adjust and coxtrol their 


| 
political concerns ; and they looked to hit {oy 
direction on all subjects. Accordingly a cer. 
tain person said to him, “‘ Master, speak fo m 
brother, that he divide the inheritance with 
me ; and he said unto him, Man, who made 
me a judge or divider over you? And he’ said 
unto them, (his ceeipien)) Take heed and be. 
ware of covetousness ; for a man’s life con. 
sisteth not in the things that he possesseth:” 
Luke xii. 13—15. That avaricious and jnor. 
} dinate love of gain, which rankles in the breasts 
of too many professed yotaries of religion, was 
a stranger to the heast of the Saviour Of sip. 
ners. The kingdom of righteousness and 
was not to come with osteptatiaus show. and 
parade. No crowning of kings nor confering 
of high titles, nor sounding of trumpets. There 
| were no “ Reverend Doctors of Divinity, Righ 
| Reverend Fathers in God, nor Lord Bishops,” 
| in the days of the Son of Man. What impo- 


} 





sing titles are these! What unparallelled ap. 
rogance appears on the very fate of them !— 
How insulting they are to the simplicity of 
truth, and the equality of men! How vain 
do they appear when appended to the names of 
the professed disciples of him who is the way 
and the truth and the life! Whence did such 
titles originate but in the dark caverns of cor 
ruption and inquisitorial gloom! They were 
unknown to Christ or his Apostles—they are 
unknown to the New Testament, and they 
were unknown for several centuries after the 
| first promulgation of the Christian religion ;~ 
| and shall.we follow those empty tinklings and 
| senseless sounds, which are positive innevs- 
| tions? It may be replied that titles are inno- 
cent. They are not innocent; though they 
are properly appreciated by the sensible part 
of community, and their true merit assigned 
them, they are still mischievous. They exert 
an undue influence over a vast proportion of 
the community, independently of the good 
character and qualifications of those who wear 
them. They are in direct opposition to the 
meek and unassuming conduct of Christ and 
his Apostles, and injurious to the simplicity of 
truth. We see to what lengths men have been 
carried in their dictatorial and desolating ¢a- 
reer. The trust reposed in them on account 
of their profession, standing and titles, has been 
abused, the people and their representatives 
have been insulted, and rules have been estab 
lished, unknown and unrecognized by the laws 
of our Governmenit, by an absolute assumptio® 
of political authority. 

Unsophisticated reason, and plain common 
sense, aided by the words of eternal truth, will 
point out to us, brethren, what course to put- 
sue. The path of duty, which is the way of 
safety and of true honour and greatness, is ac 
cessible to us all. There is no need of follow- 
ing after the great or the learned to ascertam 
wherein consists our true interest. Never 








were there more useful precepts or moi 
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wholesome examples than those which are 
found recorded in the history of Christ and his 
Apostles ; nor can there be any better adapted 
to the common concerns of life. There, cha- 
rity and benevolence are inculeated, and by 
the most brilliant and honourable examples il- 
justrated, for our imitation. There we have 
the most erichanting and conviacing exhibition 
of the tender mercies of God, and the disinter- 
ested labours of his Anointed. There we are 
taught ardent love towards our Maker, because 
he is to all; 2nd first loved us, and be- 
cause from” iim comes every good and perfect 
ift. There are we exhorted to brotherly love, 
sid to the €xércise of charity towards our ene- 
mies. There is recommended all that is pure, 
lovely, and of good report ; and all these pre- 
cepts were enforced by the most exemplary 
conduct. May we emulate their virtuous de- 


portment, and partake of the joy of well-doing. 


Ihave been led to tlie foregoing plain and 
pointed observations, not from any ill-will to- 
wards the persons or the true inierests of those 
in reference to whom they are made, but be- 
cause the accomplishment of their plans will 
be the ruin of this nation. They have alrea- 
dy been permitted to go too far, and it belongs 
tothe independent and patriotick citizens of 
this commonwealth, to see to these things be- 
fore it shall be too late for resistance. I own I 
am sensitive on this subject; and that man 
must be a Stwick who can sit silently at ease 
under this impending storm of misfortunes, 
without raising his hand or his voiee to quell 
its alarming progress. 


Brethren—more is to be expected from us, 
and our brethren throughout the country, in 
this important crisis, than from any other peo- 
ple, because we have already done the most. 
And should the fell hand of the destroyer be 
arrested, and our country saved from despotick 
rué2, it would be owing mostly to our exertions. 
We have had for years nearly a dozen periodi- 
cal papers established, which are conducted 
with ability, and devoted to the cause of liberal 
principles. These have ever been forward to 
sound the alarm at the approach of danger.— 
Besides our own publications, there are scarce- 
ly any in the United State, but which are 
awed into silence by popular influence. Those 
published by our own connexion are exten- 
sively circulated, and their patronage is daily 
inoredsing. Thé political Journals of our coun- 
try, almost without exception, ‘are silent as the 
mansions of the dead respecting the principal 
cause of alarm, the chief source of danger.— 
All denominations, until recently, except our 
own, have sat carelessly and unalarmed, and 
atone time, unit!d with the Presbyterians who 
pretended great friendship, for a while, at least, 
till they could secure the J/oaves and fishes.— 
But now the alarm has gone forth, and aroused 
the enetgies of the publick in many places, 


who have taken decided stands against the 
popular usurpers and religious dictators.— 

Let the alarm-bell ring, both long and loud, and 
may the echo return om ar of triamph from 

all parts of our land; until a spurious erent 
phy shall : more i teh ohew d deceit- 

ul vanities no er fin lace nor influence. 
vnthin our Fotos Then will the traditions of 
men be ranked according to their importanee ; 
the religion of Jesus once more exhibit its pris- 
tine excellence, and grateful man will be found 
in the willing discharge of his rational duty. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


PROCEEDINGS ; 
OF THE CHENANGO ASSOCIATION FOR 1828, 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Che- 
nango Association of Universalists, met agreeable to 
adjournment in Green, Chenango county, N. ¥. Au- 
gust 27th, and opened gouncil with solemn prayer, and. 
devout thanksgiving to the Most High, by Br. J. Pot- 
ter, , 

Chose Br. Natwanien Stacy, Woderator, Br. S. 
_Apanms, Clerk, and Br. Nersow DooxitTiE, Assist- 
ant Clerk. 


Ministering Brethren present. 

Nathaniel Stacy, Hamilton, Madison county, N. Y. 
Seth Jones, Augusta, Oveida conaty, N.Y. Job Potter, 
Cooperstown, Otsego county, N. Y¥. Salmon Adams, 
Smithville, Chenango county, N. ¥. Edwin Ferris, 
Guilford, county, N. ¥. Nelson Doolittle, Berk- 
shire, Tioga county, N. ¥. J. B. Shannon, South New 
Berlin, N. Y. Samuel Finch, Union, Broome county, 
N. Y. 





Lay Delegates. 

Samael Eels and John Butler, Walton; Tonathan 
Lewis and John Hollenbeck, Lisle; Anson Cary and 
Samael Cole, Oxford; Russel B. Beadle and Abraham 
Tillitson, Smithville; Thomas Brown and Ira Hull, 
South New Berlin; Cary L. Beebe and William Ea- 
ten, Fitcher; Stephen Goddard and James Bisbie, 
Macdonough ; Joseph Kingsbury and Nathan * 
Fiower, Shesequin, Pa.; Rufus Kingsley and Amos 
Bailey, Brooklyw, Pa.; David Aldrich and Freeman 
Peck, Hartford, Pa.; Heman J. Wheeler and Asahel 
Sternes, Mount Pleasant, Pa. é 





Business of the Council. ; 

1. Proceeded to read Letters from the different So- 
cieties, which brought cheering intelligence expressive 
of the prosperity and building up of Zion. 

2. Appointed Brs. N. Stacy,} J. Potter and S. Jones; 
a Committee to receive requests for Letters of Fellow- 
ship and ordination. : 

3. Heard the Report of the Committee of Disci- 
plive, from which it appeared that no cause of com- 
plaint had occurred during their time of service. 

4. Voted that Brs. E. Ferris, S. Adams,and S. Finch, 
be a Committee of Discipline for the ensuing year. 

# 5. Voted to adopt the present Constitution of the 
Univeréalist Convention in the State of N.Y. 

6. Appointed a Committee of four, eorsisting of Brs. 
S. Adamsand S. Finch, Winisters; and Brs. Samuel 
Eels and.Ira Hall, Laymen, to attend the next Session 
of the aforesaid Convention to be holden in Utica the 
second Wednesday and Thursday following, of May, 
1829. 

7. Appointed Brs. S. Finch and S, Adams, a Com- 
mitiee to visit the Central Association, to meet at the 
town of Warren, Herkimer county, the first Wednes- 
day in June next. And Brs. N. Stacy and S. Adams, 
to visit the Cayuga and Genesee Associations, 





Voted unanimously that the thanks of the Awsocis= 
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tion be presented to the Congregationalist Church and 
Society in Green, for their kindness and liberality in 
opening their mesting house for our use during the 
Session. 

9. Voted that Br. N. Doolittle prepare the minutes 
of our proceedings at this session, and accompany the 
same with a Circular to the brethren. 

10, Voted that the Minutes and Circular Letter be 
published in the Gospel Advocate, and Utica Evange- 
lieal Magazine. Closed with prayer by Br. J. B. 


Shannon. 
Order of Divine Service. 

Wednesday morning, repaired to the house of wor- 
ship, where the divine and solemn services of the day 
were conducted in the following order : 

A. M. Introductory prayer by Br. N. Stacy—Ser- 
mon by Br. N. Doolittle—text, 1st Corinthians, xiii. 
13: * And now abideth faith, hope, charity,these'three; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” Concluding 
prayer by Br. J. Potter. 

«Pp, M. Introdactory prayer by Br. Seth Jones—Ser- 

mon by Br. J. Potter—text, Exodus xxxix. 7: “ Keep- 
ing mercy for thousands—forgiving iniqaity, and trans- 
gression, and sin, and will by no means clear the guil- 
ty.’ _ Closing prayer by Br. J. B. Shannon. 

Evening service. \ntroductory prayer by Br. S. 
Finch—Sermon by Br. E. Ferris—text, Hebrews ix. 
27,28: “ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the Judgement; So Christ was once of- 
fered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that 
look for him shall he appear the second time, without 
sin unto salvation.” Closing prayer by Br. Finch. 

On Thursday, A. M. Introductory prayer by Br. 
J. Potter—Sermon by Br. Seth Jones—text, Psalm 
exxxii, 15, 16: “ I will abundantly bless her provision ; 
I will satisfy her poor, with bread. , I will also clothe 


her priests with salvation and her saints shall shout 
Concluding prayer by Br. N. Doolit- 


aloud for joy.” 
tle. 

P.M. Introductory prayer by Br. J. B. Shannon— 
Sermon by Br. N. Stacy—text, Acts ix. 12: ** Neither 
is there salvation in any other; for there is none ojher 
name under heaven given among men whereby he 
must be saved.” The customary addresses were also 
made by Br. N. Stacy. Concluding prayer and thanks- 
giving by Br. S. Adams. 

Adjourned to meet at South New Berlin, Chenango 
county, N. ¥.on the last Wednesday and following 
Thursday in August, 1829. 

NATHANIEL STACY, Moderator. 

Ss. ADAMS, ‘hen bee 

N. DOOLITTLE, § “7** 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

To every individual of the human family— 
to every Christian of whatever name or deno- 
mination, and to all the brethren of like pre- 
cious faith throughout the world; the Minis- 
ters, Churches and Societies, composing the 
Chenango Association of Universalists, send 
salutations of peace and good will. 

Beloved Brethren: Under the smiles of Di- 
vine Providence, and by the protecting care 
and tender mercy of our Heavenly Father, we 
have been brought for the sixth time, to assem- 
ble in annual convocation, to counsel the pros- 
perity of Zion. 

Our brethren and friends in Smithville and } 
Green, received us in the spirit of Christian 
philanthropy, and cheerfully administered to 
our wants. - Their kindness and liberality will 
be long remembered. 





Our meeting was one not to be easily for- 
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gotten by the. lovers of Zion, and the friends 
of our holy religion. Cheerfulness and je 

shone forth in every countenance ; no jar 2 
discord was heard, for Union reared her stay. 
dard, and entwined all hearts by the ties of 
friendship. In our deliberations in council, and 
throughout our session, the utmost harmony of 
feeling and sentiment generally prevailed — 
The exercises'of divine. worship wére highly 
interesting. They were conducted in a serious 
devout and solemn manner. Five discourses 
were delivered to a large and attentive congre- 
gation. 

The divine princip'es ef the gospel—Faith, 
Hope and Charity, the three precious jewels. in 
the diadem ofa Christian ; the glorious attr. 
butes and character of Deity ; the great atoning 
sacrifice whieh Christ has made once for aj 
men, whereby judgement is obtained in favour 
of fallen man; the impartial and boundless 
Love of God in the abundant provision made 
in the gospel to satisfy the spiritual wants of 
Zion’s.children, with the certainty thatall will 
finally partake of the bread of eternal life ; the 
necessity of a Mediator; his character; the 
cause, nature and extent of salvation——were 
the important subjects discussed, which evi- 
dently carried conviction, joy and consolation 
to many souls whose unwearied attention evin- 
ced an earnest desire to become acquainted 
with the important truths and sublime doe- 
trines Christianity. 

Brethren in the faith once delivered to the 
Saints: We have reason to eongfatulate one 
another on the rapid prosperity, attending, aur 
good cause. Not many years since there was 
only a little band, only here and there an indi- 
vidual, who dared lift a voice in‘its defence; 
but now, under the blessing of Heaven, we 
have become a great people. Societies are 
multiplied, and believers, respectable for piety 
and numbers, are scattered abroad in every di- 
rection over our highly favoured land. 

Hundreds, who were once sad and lonely 
wanderers in the gloomy shades of Errou’s 
night, have been guided therefrom by the rays 
of the Sua of righteousness, and with their 
sons and their daughters have come to Zion 
with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads, 
and now, with gratitude to God, rejoice in that 
liberty wherewith Christ has made them free. 
Hitherto we can say the Lord hath done great 
things for us-whereof we are glad. Therefore, 
be encouraged to persevere in the strength of 
heaven, for your cause is the cause of God, 
and your efforts.will finally be crowned with 
success. A world shall become emancipated 
from a worse than Egyptian bondage, and er- 
rour, bigotry and superstition be swept away 
to return no more. Endeavour to convince 
your enemies by precept and example, and let 
a world know that our sentiments have not that 
licentious tendency which our opposers , have 
so often insinuated, Let that phiJanthropick 
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disposition, which shone forth so conspicuously 
in the character of the now exalted Saviour 
and his Apostles, be manifest in your conduct. 

Be punctual in fulfilling your engagements 
with your ministerial brethren. If they have 
been faithful in administering to you in spirit- 
ual things, think it not hard, that you should 
in return minister unto them in temporal things 
as far as your abilities may permit, and their 
necessities may require, or their usefulness 
shall warrant. 

Assist the distressed, comfort the affficted, 
and instrmet the ignorant. Brethren, you are 
believe a doctrine the most reasonable, the 
most scriptural, and the most benevolent, of 
any ever taught to man; therefore let its di- 
yne principles have their full influence on 
your minds in your daily walk and conversa- 
tion. Study to glorify God in your bodies and 
in your spirits which are his. Lef your feet 
never be found wandering in the devious and 
forbidden paths of vice. Let your hands be 
employed in doing good. Let not your tongues, 
which were made to — forth the goodness 
and sing the praises of God, ever be engaged 
in emitting the vile whispers of slander to de- 
stroy your neighbour’s good name, or in aiming 
the poisoned arrows of calumny at the breast 
of defenceless innocence. And let your spi- 
rits be raised in supplication to call down bless- 
ings upon your fellow men, and to implore the 
assistance of their Eternal Authour to guide 
you in the way which leads toheaven. Then 
shall you be called children of the Most High ; 
then as a church or a society you shall flourish 
like trees by the river’s side, or like a garden 
of lign-alloes which the Lord hath planted ;— 
then, should a Balaam be called from afar to 
come and curse you, he will be obliged to ley 
down his parable and to exclaim, How can I 
curse whom God hath not cursed! He hath 
blessed and I cannot revoke it. 

To our opposers we say—Brethren of the 
human family : how long will you continue to 
spend your strength for nought and you time 
for that which can never satisfy the desire of 
an immortal soul ? When you look over crea- 
tion, and behold the benevolence of God stam 
ed upon all his works—when you look again 
and read his impartial love written in the sun- 
beams of heaven—when you turn over the 
sacred page and read that the Lord is good to 
all and his tender mercies are over all his works 
—that God is Love—that all are the objects of 
his love, and thet ho-changes not :—* O ye of 
little faith,” how can you any longer doubt the 
salvation of his children! For our belief you 
may continue to threaten us with the judge- 
ments of God in this world, and with endless 
misery in the next, we condemn you not.— 
Could 1 but believe that all mankind were 
created with a good design, and made heirs to 
eternal life by the same kind, unchangeable, 
and merciful Creator, you would lose your 





doubts and no more adhere to your cruel and 
partial creeds. No more would the gloom 

hantoms of endless misery haunt your pat 
by day, nor disturb your repose by night. No 
more would the thought of witnessing the 
ceaseless misery of some beloved child, or 
kindred dear, harrow up your souls with the 
keenest anguish. No longer would futurity 
present @ cheerless prospect ; nor the horrours 
of a burning lake, nor the fears of vindictive 
wrath, fill your minds with despair But 
brighter and nore prospects would be seen 
by an eye of faith beyond the tomb, and sim 
would rejoice evermore with joy unspeakable, 
and glory in the God of your salvation. 

Brethren in the Ministry: The present is an 
eventful and important period. The religious 
world is all in.agitation. Our moral horizon is 
assuming a frightful aspect. Dark and pesti- 
lential clouds appear to be gathering, to pour 
upon our endangered land a storm of rain.— 
Subtle, artful and aspiring priests are marshal- 
ling their forces to ty, te us of those heaven- 
born rights so dearly bought by the blood and 
treasure of our forefathers. Wo to the sons of 
benevolence should they accomplish their fell 
design. Then oppression and cruelty, will 
be placed upon the throne of humanity and 
love, and the people will mourn because tyran- 
nical priests bear rule. Then the torch of bi- 
gotry will light its victim to the burning stake. 
Then may we expect to see the tragedy re-act- 
ed—to again witness those horrid scenes which 
have in past ages caused the cries of persecu- 
tion to resound, and streams of blood to flow 
over the plains of Europe. 

Therefore let us be vigilant, and mount the 
watch tower of spiritual and civil liberty, and 
be ready to sound the alarm on the approach 
of every foe to our religious freedom. 

The present is emphatically an age of im- 
provement. Knowledge is fast increasing.— 
What time we have aside from parochial and 
other duties, let us devote to the cultivation of 
the mental faculties, that we may be enabled 
to fulfil the duties incumbent upon our stations 
as “good ministers of Jesus Christ, nourished 
up in the words of faith and sound doctrine.” 

Let charity be manifest in our conduct while 
endeavouring to convince others of the divine 
origin, and superiour efficacy of the doctrine 
we advocate. “ Entreat, persuade and rebuke 
with all long suffering, gentleness, meekness, 
and mildness.” 

It is a subject of pleasitig reflection to every 
benevolent mind, that the unmerciful doctrine 
of endless misery is losing ground. Long 
enough has it stood to the dishonour of God 
and misery of man. The voice of Justice, of 
humanity and mercy, now calls aloud for its 
downfall. We have hope that it has already 
begun its march to the land of oblivion. May 
the arm of Omnipotence speed its progréss.— 
We wish it a quiet passage and a peaceful: 
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slumber throughout tlic eridless ages of eternity. | 
Then let us take céurage, and with a firm | 
reliance on the Almighty for support and pro- | 


tection, go forward in our heavenly warfare. 
For our example let us call to mind that cloud 
of witnesses who have gone before us, and eon- 
tinue faithful unto death and glorious will be 
our reward. 


———— 
FOR THE COSPEL ADVOCATE, 
AN EXTRACT. 
(Concluded from page 298.) 

“The Pilgrims, as the first settlers of News 
England have been called, understood these 
things better than I do; and, as they knew 
what was for the glory of God, their opinions 


| and coriduct were doubtless correct. But still, 


Finally, bretliren, farewell : Let tis staive to | I regret the disappearance of that noble race, 


do our duty to God and to our fellow men 


j " ° 
| who received our ancestors with such a he 


while here, that when called to bid adieu to | welcome, who gave them land and provisions 
all sublunary things, we may have tle appro- | till the earth could yield them a supply., I am 


bation of a good conscience and the hope of 
eternal life to cheer dur departing spirits, and 
to enable us with calmness and composure to 
pass the valley of death, and go home to our 
God, to our Eternal Friend and Father, to re- 

se in his embraee, and to enjoy the smiles of 
ove, forever and ever. 

By order of the Association. 
N. DOOLITTLE. 


FOR THE GosrE. ADVOCATE. 
Mr. Everett: 
Sir—In the Gospel Advocate of last winter, 





, Not apt to'betray weakness ; but I ean 


restrain the tear that will start when I paint} 
myself this country as it was’ When first disco- 
vered. ‘ When I look upon its unbounded for- 
ests, stored with game, where the hunter found 
his food and his pastime; when I mark those 
little openings upon the banks of its thousand 
rivers, which, in the pride of nature bore their 
way to the ocean—those little villages surroun- 
ded by plats of maize, and other articles of 
agriculture—the honest, the high-spirited, the 
generousand confiding race that gathered round 


, the smokes of the wigwams, relating the tradi- 


I noticed an offer of twenty dollars premium, | tions of other days, boasting of their feats of 
for the best written essay against Universalism; | valour, their art and ingenuity in conquering 
and a complete sett of Mosheim’s Ecclesiasti- | 
cal History for the second best—their relative | 
merits to be decided by the Faculty of the | 
Auburn Seminary, and to be published in the | 


Gospel Advocate. The time expired and no 
was renewed, a further time allowed and every 
assurance given that nothing unfair was intend- 
ed, and the enemies of Universal Salvation ur- 
ged to come forward in their might and endea- 
vour, at least, to overturn the “ pernicious doc- 
trine ;” but. nothing as yet has been able to 
bring them into the ficld, whether on account 
of the difficulty of the task, or some other 
cause, I leave to others to judge. One would 
think the magnitude of the subject and the 
rapid spread of so dangerous a doctrine would 
have impressed them with an idea of he neces- 
sity of putting it down, and it is presumed they 
will never have a more favourable opportunity. 

Now Sir, as they dare not take that side of 
the question, will they dare take the other 
and make the same offer to the Universalists 
for the first and second best written essays 
against endless damnation, their constant theme, 
and darling sentiment, and publish them in the 
Western Recorder... If they will, I think they 
will have an opportunity to pay the premium. 
But perhaps they are aware that their doctrine 
will not stand the test of either reason or revela- 
tion; that it is founded in the imagination of 
man, and therefore they wish to avoid inquiry, 
as they very well know that a free and candid 
discussion, with an honest desire to come to 
the truth, will cause one half their votaries to 
reject it at once, and embrace its opposite— 

niversal holiness and Salvation. D. T. P 





an enemy or a beast of ptey, joining the dance 
and indulging their rude sports. Were they 
happy ? ! know not; but where are they now? 
Our fathers camé among them. The Chief 


| gave the hand of friendship, parted with them 
one offered any thing on the subject ; the offer | 
| ing in his cabin. ; 
He looked proudly upon the waters, those Ti- 


the provisions of his table, and gave them lodg- 
But where is that Chief? 


vers of which our country boasts—cast his eye 
over the extended forests, far as it ould reach, 
all was his own or the property of his tribe. 
He and his tribe are gone ; but the story of 
their wrongs is deeply impressed upon the me- 
mories of those who remain; nor will they soon 
forget the means by which this beautiful region 
was wrested from the hands of their fathers! 

“T have seen the remnants of this injured 
race visit the land which was once their own ; 
I have heard the Cliief describe the bounda- 
ries of the land which once belonged to his 
tribe. His lofty look, the quick fire of his 
eye and the proud ¢url of his lip, assured mé 
his spirit was born free, and felt itself degra- 
ded by associating with the “ pale-faced” in- 
vaders of the homé of his fathers. I have 
eaten with the Indian in his cabin; I have 
smoked the calathut of peace} J am ped 
I will not attempt his erence. But I would 
gladly wash away the recollection of the inju- 
ries inflicted upon his once virtuous race by 
the first settlers of this country. 

“The Pilgrim was zigid ; he loved truth but 
he abominatéd errour, and concluded no one,, 
however virtuous his life, could be aeceptable 
to God, whose faith was incorrect. The pil- 
grim never once suspeted his own creed might 
be defective ; he therefore concluded all who 
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differed from him must be wrong, children of 
errour, and, by consequence, children of the 
« evil one.” e glory of God required their 


extermination, and he wondered the Indian | 


should be so obstinate as to reject the beauti- 
ful creed which sanctioned the destruction of 


his nation, and the murder of his wife and | 
children! He thought it strange that the In- | 


dian should prefer the worship of the Great 


Spirit in his own unlearned way to that “ holy” , 
faith which seemed to doignt Sorneh of | 
treaties, and to be highly gratified with scenes | 
i ‘ But the, son of freedom | 


of blood and carnage. 
disdained the religion of his destroyers; scorn- 
ed to fear the artillery of the Christian though 
it desolated his country, much less should he 
shrink from his threats of endless misery here- 
after. He asked not for the, religion of the 
robber, the murderer, and the repacious war- 
riour wher he proffered peace. "T'was enough 
for him ; hé saw those who would be his in- 
structors, trampling upon his rights, destroying 
the forests where he pursued the chase, and as 
if determined to ptovoke his vengeance, vio- 
lating the sanctuary of the grave and disturb- 
ing, with the unhallowed plough, the ashes of 
his fathers. Words are nothing: He looked 
at the conduct of those who had the sacred 
book, who considered themselves the only fa- 
vourites of God. He scorned. to purchase hea- 
yen by the prostration of virtue. He heard 
the warning voice of his murdered wife, of his 
slaughtered child, the mourning Genius of his 
people, forbidding him to embrace a religion 
ollowed by consequences so destructive to 
every thing which could engage his heart or 
fire his soul with love. ”I'was enough to lose 
his country, without embracing the creed of 
those who had wrested it from him. 

“Such doubtless were his feelings. Had 
he known with what ease soundness of faith 
can atone for immorality of conduct, and how 
teadily the profession, passes for the possession 
of goodness, he might, perhaps, have bartered 
his country and his peligien for the piety of his 
tnvaders. But he was ignorant; he had not 
then learned to distrust nor to dissemble ; he 
was ingenuous and confiding. We pretended 
to be superiour ; he did not presume to dis- 
pute our pretensions, but when he discovered 
our superiority his high sense of virtue made 
him reject it with contempt. 

“ Pious people may blame the Indian, but I 
the Chez I do not blame him for not embracing 
the Christian religion under the circumstances 
in which it was presented 40 him; I should 
despise him if he had. Would I embrace the 
religion of a highwayman who had injured my 
person and taken my purse? No: I would 
scorn him and his religion too. As I have al- 
teady remarked, one of the great comforts of 
my life is, in taking the privilege of differing 

m others just as often as I think truth re- 
quires me to dissent. Now the Christian boasts 


| friend to the lake of fire and brimstone. 





of his Heaven ; this is very well; I hope he 
will find it even better than he expects ; but 
we do not all haye the same wishes. What 
would be a heaven to ome man would be no 
heaven to another. Some may perhaps think 
in the other world we shall all be of one size, 
—all have the same min¢, and the same 
thought; but such a heaven would be too mon- 
otonous for me. I love variety ; and have often 
thought when I have heard one of our old pon 
sons tell the number and character of those 
who were going to hell, that I should much 
rather (providing it was not contrary to the 
will of ) go there than te heaven as it is 
generally represented. NowI have very lit- 
tle relish for torment, and am certainly né 
I do 
not like the heat nor smell ; but stil! the ortho- 
dox heaven is to be such a lonesome place and 
with all so drab coloured that I would rather 
run my risk for happiness in hell, with that 
vast assemblage of all:nations, sexes and con- 
ditions ; for amongst so many there will-be va- 
riety of character and pursuit. But I digress: 
Iam one who could never yet discover, in 
what respect the Indian, so long as he remains 
ignorant of the vices of civilized life, could be 
the better by embracing the Christion reli- 
gion. 

‘© Were the Indian to embrace the Christ- 
ian religion, he would want a variety of books. 
These he could not get: Commentaries, if no 
other books, he would want; but these he 
could not procure, nor read them if he did.— 
He must then have priests; but priests are 
too expensive for the poverty of the Indian. 
We have not much to spare,. for it is »s much 
as we can do to support priests for ovrs>'ves. 
And as for his being more happy with the 
Christian, I think the reverse is true. The 
orthodox heaven, however well it is adapiod td 
excite the hopes of some tempers aud give 
consolation, does not very well suit tne Indien. 
The New Jerusalem, with walis of precious 
stones, with gates of pearl, and streets paved 
with gold, is, undoubtedly, a very fine place ; 
but the simple son of the forest, prefers the 
happy hunting grounds where the animal he 
seeks in the chase will not flee his approach; 
and, though it will doubtless be very tine to’ 
sing one song eternally, this child of nature 
finds more pleasure in contemplating the erys- 
tal stream, stored with plenty of fish which he 
can easily take.” 








The Post-Master at Richmond, Ontario county, 
is respectfully informed that he would oblige the Pub- 
lisher of this paper by delivering, according fo law, 


the numbers sent to his office to subscribers. The de- 
struction of a few more numbers wil] entitle him to 
exposure, Eprror. 





NOTICE. 
The Cayuga Association of Universalists, will meet 


in Sempronius on the first Wednesday and followings 
Thursday in October vext, 4 oe 
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° ° « wher ar] 
and it will progress in spite of all opposition, The 
mass of the people have resolved to dé free, and all 
Suublawad Genta tod eo endeavours now or hereafter to chain them dow, to 

pig : | ¢Feeds and modes of faith, will but accelerate the Work 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. j in which they are engaged. The spirit of heaven. 

* O ye hypocrites! ye can discern the face of the | born freedom, will never—no never yield to clerical 
ped ¥ yenot discern the signs of the times 2— | usurpers, but will yet produce the improvement which 

o KVI,.d- reasori and truth demand. 

As the changes of the seasons are precaded by cer- Judi i i 
: udging from the “ sien 8 

tain signs, so changes in the moral-world are indicated j a th ys if ge m cs rr pen ay 
by certain appearances, sufficiently apparent, to the at . nt ibe Ths tah tr eat 
practiced observer, to direct his conduct and guard lt m age rege Pe eto baba ge saa 
him against danger. ‘The prudent man foreseeth ‘the | ring to the mam of the people those raghts which a 
evil and hideth himself, while those who do not observe higdn taken from them Ke the pen bi, om 
pigs! events, are quite often unprepared for the day | ang the aggrandizement of priests. The security of 
° ° : 2s 

‘ P : Pane the publick peace and the pre-requisite happiness of 
: eo ordinary Ane gnome are capable of judging | each individual composing the body of the people, wil 
rom the SEPAaraeas & the sky, when a storm re | be recognized as the leading objects of civil jurispru- 
proaches ; and we all instinctively. when danger 18 | dence ; and I doubt not that the wise men of the world 
apparent, improve the favourable moment to obtain @ | wil] soon learn, that an equal distribution of all the 


place of refage. But it toe often happens that men of | blessings of earth alone can lead to the attaimment of 
sense and discernment in other matters, are regardless | 


of what, in a moral point of view, concerns them ; and | 
thus, by a kind of reprehensible heedlessness, expose | 
themselves to ills that might be easily avoided. have hinted ; and I will not harbour the suspicion tha, 

Perhaps there never was a time since the creation | any to whom these reflections are submitted, desire to 
of the world, when the womb of fate was more full | giose their eyes upon the signs discoverable in the 
of events than at the present. The nations of the | moral world which go to establish the facts before 
earth, though apparently with few exceptions, at | mentioned. Let those, therefore, who profess to be 
peace, ure convulsed to their centre, by a spirit of | wise, look at the present condition of the moral and 
tyrannical overbearing on one haud, and a deep pre- | intellectual world, and profit from what they discover. 
disposition to reform Jong-sanctioned abuses, on the | There isa mighty struggle between truth and errour— 
other. The glorious Revolution in America, with its | petween intelligence and ignorance, and there is no 
succeeding results upon the mags of mind, caused ty- room to doubt that the result will be propitious to 
tants to tremble and kings to totter on their crumb- | liberality in both civil and réligious matters. The 
ling thrones. Knowing that their power was obtained | world is ripe for the change, and the sooner it is 


by conquest, and heid by the frail tenure of legitima. | brought about the better. Reader, you are concerned 
cy, they have felt to see if their crowns were safe. 
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those objects. 
That map must be stupid indeed, who has not dis. 
covered indications of the improvements at which i 


| in the event ; will you neglest the means by which the 
The declaration of American Independence fifty-two improvement is to be brought about? Be admonished 
years ago, was an event which was by no means exclu- | with what you have seen, and prepare for what will 
sively for the benefit of this country. The shock was | “shortly come to pass.” Epiron. 
felt in Europe as well as here, and the time will come SO 
when Asia and Africa shall enjoy its benefits. That | LOOK ouT! 
spirit which animated the heroes of the Revolation, The following article which we extract from “ Plain 
though yet smothered in the breasts of tne people, | Trath,” is indeed a confirmation of the alarming fact 
will, sooner or later, produce its proper fruits. A new | that the Presbyterians have been secretly at work, for 
era was begun when our immortal fathers pledged | years past, to effect a “union of Church and State.” 
their “lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honour” | The naime of the“ travelling agent” is known to the 
in defence of the inalienable rights of man; and the | editor of this paper, and there are many in this vil 
work, though but just begun, will be carried on, till lage who can bear witness that all the material facts 
not one fragment of religious, mental, or civil tyranny | stated in the following article are substantially correct. 
shali remain. The impulse which has been given to | The « agent” received his education at the Tbeoldg* 
truth by half a century of free inquiry, justifies the | ,4) Seminary in this place, and ia now «vsent on a tour 
prediction, that in less than half a century more, “the | tp» obtain donations for carrying into operation his plas. 
divine rights of kings” will become the monuments of | We know more of this fellow than we are at liberty to 
the folly of those who have defended them. disclose, having been laid with others under injunctions 
Reformation in matters of religion is no less desira- | of secrecy. But as the fact is partially revealed—the 
ble, and no less certain. Investigation will continue, | “ murder” partly “ out,” we venture to make these ob- 
until the claims of priests, and councils, and synods, to | servations, with the hope that some person who 1s 
exclusive orthodoxy and heavenly origin, will be re- | more at liberty will tear off the mask and expose Fi 
garded only to be despised, and known only to be merited contempt the long-faced hypocrite who is vo 
avoided. The work of improvertent has commenced ! untarily the tool of clerical conspirators. 
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CONFIRMATION. 

To the editors of Piuin Truth.—l rejoice 
that she veil has been rent, and a deep laid, 
gad well-matured plot of the Presbyterian par- 
ty, to acquire political ascendency, has been 
stript of its secrecy and exposed tv publick 
criticism. The article. headed ** Murder will 

ont,” which you copied in your last. number 
from the Christian Advocate and Journal, is 
true in every essential particular ; but the dis- 
closures are not so full as they might have 
been. I have been in possession of the facts 
-in relation to this stupendous plot for nearly a 
yeat, and have often thought that duty to my 
fellow-countrymen required that I should make 
them publick ; but I have been deterred from 
so doing, by the fear that the boldness and 
magnitude of the scheme would excite doubts 
in the minds of some of its reality, and as it 
was conceived and nurtured in secret, | should 
be wanting in proof to substantiate the truth 
of my statements. But, happily, the veil has 
been rent, and I rejoice that there are more 
tongues than mine to proclaim the conspiracy, 
and warn my countrymen of the impending 
danger. 

In the latter part of August, or fore part of 
September of last year, a travelling agent visi- 
ted this part of the country, and delivered lec- 
tures to such as could safely be entrusted with 
the secret. He descanted at great length upon 
the preecut condition of the press in this coun- 
try, said it was under the control of men sup- 
porting no religious creed, that with this tre- 
mendous engine in their hands, they were en- 
abled to give a wrong direction to publick 
sentiment, and elevate such men only to pow- 
er and office as accorded with them in opinion, 
&c. and concluded by proposing 

That a Cenrrat Sogiery be established at 
Washington city, of a character both political 
and religious ; that a fund be raised to be ex- 
pended in printing books, tracts, and newspa- 
pers; that the central printing establishment 
be under the management of nine directors, a 
majority of whom should approve as well the 
matter which should appear in the national pa- 
per, as the books which should be published ; 
and that newspapers, and bookstores, subordi- 
nate to the national institution, be established 
in all the cities and principal’ towns of the 
Union. 

The books and papers thus’ published, he 
Said, would not cost half eo much as they now 
du 3 aNd, Us thoprocent_publishers are not or- 
ganized asa party, and cannotprint so cheap, 
they ae — ~ broken down, and the 

untry supplied with such newspapers, tracts, 
and bouks, only, as should be ana as or- 
thodox. 

He said the project had been heartily ap- 
proved in every part of the country he had vis- 

ited ; that upwards of $:300,000 had already 

n subscribed, and that the Society would 
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be organized, and commence operations, as 
soon as $500,000 should be raised. 

This plan he communicated under the strict- 
est obligations of secrecy. It was approved by 
‘some to whom he submitted it, but not by all. 

I do not know how much money was sub- 
scribed in this place, but I have been inform- 
ed that the great western pioneer of this reli- 
gio-political party subscribed $50. 

By the proceedings of the Presbyterian con- 
vention which was held in this village on the 
20th of August, you will perceive that some 
steps .have already, been taken to carry te 
above preject into effect. That convention 
consisted of Presbyterian ministers from neer- 
ly every part of the state, and sat, I am inform 
ed, with closed doors.—Among the pubhsked 
proceedings, are the four following resolntions, 
dressed, you will see, in very plausible lan- 
guage : 

Resolved, That the purity, prosperity, and 
glory of the Church, at this time, demand a 
Monthly Journal, in which the more distin- 
guishing truths of the gospel and doctrines of 
the Retormation shall be plainly exhibited and 
defended ; and their paramount importance in 
the christian system maintained, 

Resolved, That the publication of a series 
of doctrinal Tracts, of like character with the 
journal, is required by the exigencies of the 
times, which no existing institutions are pre- 
pared to supply. 

Resolved, That the Rov. A. D. Eddy,* of 
Canandaigua, C. Eddy, of Penn-Yan, H.-P. 























Strong, of Phelps, Wm. Wisner,t of Ithaca, 
S.C. Akin, J. F. Schermerhorn, of Utica, S. 
Van Vechten, of Schenectady, John Frost, of 
Whitesborough, Dr. G. Spring,t of New-York, 
Dr. David Porter, of Catskill, H. P. Dwight, of 
Geneva, Dr. Beman, of Troy, Geo. 8. Board- 
man, of Watertown, S. HH. Hotchkin, of Pratts- 
burgh, Joel Parker, of Rochester, and Joel 
Keep, of Homer, be a committee to see the 
above resolutions carried into effect. 


Resolved, That this committee be requested 
to meet in the village of Utica, on Wednesday, 
the first of October next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
to devise means to secure the speedly publica- 
tion of the above named Journal and Tracts. 

Signed, JOHN KEEP, Ch’n. 

A. D. Eppy, Sec’y. 


As my purpose was merely to corroborate 
the statement made in the Christian Advocate 





*Who lately brow-beat the Postmaster at Cananiai- 
gua, for allowing an obnoxious handbill to be posted 
up in his office. 

tT he general agent of the national Union for enfor- 
cing the observance of the Sabbath, whose bold dis- 
closures of the designs of his party, at Utica and Au- 
burn, caused the great and patriotick meetings of the 
citizens of those places. 

}The man who declared that the yellow fever in 
New-York in 1824, was a judgement of God upon the 
people for their electing irreligious men to office, 
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and Journal, I leave it for you, or your readers, 
to make such comments as the subject may 
suggest. D. 
The above disclosures furnish a key to the 
memorabie declarations of Dr. Eiy, at Phila- 
delpiia, and of Mr. Wisner, at Utica and Au- 
burn. To doubt any longer that the ultimate 
purpose of all the national and auxiliary socie- 
ties, and schemes of ‘* benevolence” of the 
Presbyterians, is to invest themselves with a 
power, co-equal with, if not superiour to, that 
‘of our present civil government, would be like 
doubting the existence of the earth on which 
we daily tread. How can the people, then, 
With all this light before them, rest upon 
their arms? ‘ihe exigencies of the times re- 
quire not only watchiulness, but energetick 
action. ‘Che Presbyterians must be met upon 
their own ground. They are the invading ene- 
my; they save declared that “ the baitle is 
commenced,’ and have proclaimed a general 
non-intercourse in business and in the social 
relations of life with the rest of their fellow- 
citizens. Painful as the duty is, a like non- 
intercourse must be maintained against them. 
Christians of every denomination, the true 
followers of Jesus, and the friends of republi- 
can government, must withdraw themselves 
from among them. ‘The party which aims at 


political rule, and a monoply in every branch 
of business, cannot be actuated by pure reli- 


gious motives. Their success would be a ca- 
lamitous defeat of primitive Christianity. How 
jmportant, then, is it that the people be up 
and dong ?—diter Plain Truth. 
Un FE SU 
, From the Religious Enquirer. 

MR. EDITOR —I have travelled much in dif- 
ferent paris of the Union, and have closely ob- 
served men and manners, during the last twen- 
ty years. Among other things I have discov- 
ered that in proportion as liberal principles 
advance, the clergy of our country take the 
alarm, and devise ** ways and means’ to retain 
by force, the power which they have obtained 
by fraud. In this I wish to be fully understood, 
I have uo wish to insinuate that all the clergy 
use undue means for the establishment of their 
sway over the minds of the people, nor that all 
would willingly join in coercive measures for 
the retention ofthat power. My intention is 
tu state, that,the origin of that influence which 
they possess, is tounded in gross deception, 
and that the people over whom they hold con- 
troul, have been either too ignorant or too in- 
dolent, to examine their systems, and the foun- 
dation of their pretexzsions. 

Among tlic numerous schemos of the more 
ambitious, I consider none more specious, and 
none wore daring, than that which has lately 
been developed, relating to the observance of 
the first duy of the week, commonly termed 
the Sabbath. Specious as it is, however, the 





subject needs but an examination to show that 
the hypothesis has but the semblance of ay. 
thority in its justification. J am bold to affirm 
that prior to the days of Moses, we have not 
discovered a vestage even of the Jewish Sab. 
bath. That this was given io the Jews only 
is as as clear as the reason tohy it was given. 
It was to perpetuate their delivcrence from the 
bondage in Beret. 

I am aware that, certain theologians tell us 
that the day was kept from the creation of the 
world to the crucifixion, and that since this. 
poch the next dxy in succession is to be kept 
as the Christian Sabbath. But their author. 
ity is not given and the hypothesis. is unsup. 
ported by scripture or common sense. The 
Jews were commanded by Moses to keep the 
seventh day, which is our Saturday, and they 
keep it still.—But did Christ or his apostles 
ever intimate a change in that day 7 No. Haye 
we any authority tosay the day was kept sa. 
cred until the close of the third century ! No, 
Did ever Constantine pretend that his edict 
was founded on a divive command? I think 
not. He recommended that those who conld 
observe the day without violating their duty in 
secular concerns, should doso. How the su- 
perstitious veneration for this day has crept 
into society, is a problem of easy solution,— 
Men who set themselves up as the vicegerents 
of God on earth, perceived that in setting apart 
this day,and preaching for hire they migts casi 
iy earn the bread of seven days in one. This 
they accomplished, by refering the people to 
the sanctions in the old Testament, which re- 
lated exclusively to the seventh day. Asthe 
clergy were the depositaries of learning, and 
the Bible was prohibited from common use,— 
both by its manuscript price, and clerical es- 
clusion, the bait was swallowed, and the people 
were enthralled. 

It may, however, be asked, why the decep- 
tion was continued so long; since the use of 
printing, and the general circulation of the 
scriptures. This can easily be answered. 

‘¢ Not that themselves were wise, but others 
weak,” 

Public attention is not easily awakened to 
the detection of long sanctioned errours.— 
When people have long been habituated t 
believe, that their interests in this world are 
theirown business, and as regards a future 
state, the safest :fiecthod is to trust their ghosily 
teachers, they are generally unwilling to take 
the responsibility on thomeelves, fur what they 
have orare by others An entire revolution 
in this opinion is not an instantaneous work 5 
it must be the fruit of great exertion by the 
well informed, and the gradual diffusion of 
light. 

People have falsely. supposed, that so gen- 
eral an opinion of the sanctity of the first day 
must have divine authority for its basis. But 
will they argue thus of the prevalent opinions 
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etans, who keep the sixth day, or 
tri ? No, They learo by history that. Ma- 
homet was un impostor, and a soldier of for- 
type: who propagated his tenets by the sword. 
et are Musslemen as tenacious of their day, 
and tenets, and ceremonies, as are Christians 
of theirs. If our opinions are sacred, so are 
theirs, on this ground. But the Papists are as 
tenacious respecting Lent, and other observan- 
ces, as they are of the Sabbath ; but what Pro- 
testant will justify them in these things? Their 
belief in purgatory, and the necessity of penan- 
ces, eXtreme unctions, masses, and abstinence 
from meat’on Fridays, are the jest of the Pro- 
testants. We know that the restraint from 
the use of méat one day in the week, origina- 
ted in the policy of government, for the en- 
couragement of the fisheries, and that the 
sanctity of the ordinance forbidding flesh on 
that day, is mere superstition. But we shall 
be long in persuading them of the fact. 

All arguments then, derived from such a 
source, are delusive; for, if they prove any 
thing in one case, they do in another. We 
know they do not in one instance, and there- 
fore the declaration that they do in another, is 
utterly futile and irrational. = 

Some may be tempted to inquire, whether 
the writer would abolish the day, and count 
all days alike. In reply permit me to state, 
that I would interrupt no man in the exercise 
of his religious duties, either on that or any 
other day ; nor do I wish to be disturbed in the 
exercise of my religious duties or opinions.— 
But I would not jeave to the civil power, the 
right of coercion in these matters, nor do I 
think the good of society requires it Every 
citizen can equally as well be protected in the 
exercise of his opinions and devotions as_ well 
without these restraining acts, as with them. 
This is evinced by what meets our eyea so 
frequently that we cannot mistake. Meetings 
are often holden on other days of the week, 
for religions purposes, and no one complains 
of disturbance. How much more would wor- 
shippers be disturbed on the first day than on 
any other? Common sense will give the 
reply. 

To me the fact is evident, that the putting 
forth of the arm of the civil power for the 
special protection of the first day of the week, 
isa weak attempt to steady the ark of the 
Lord, which is in no danger without it. I 
think it isan encroachmert on the political 
tights of the many, for the benefit of the few. 
I would on no~‘vonsideration’ condemn the 
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if their choice is to rest. But,as tothe day, 
I consider one no better thnn another. | All 
days are the Lord’s days, and one equally as 
blessed as another, and this is the way in 
which the apostles of our Lord viewed the 
subject. 

The vigorous exertions which are made 
simultaneously throughout the Union for the 
special protection of this day, I consider as 
daring and dangerous. It is, in my estimation, 
a direct appeal to the prejudices and the cu- 
pidity of the populace, which offers a premium 
for taking sides. It is an attempt to regain an 
influence in danger of being lost, and partakes 
strongly of the principles of a gambler who 
risks all on the throw of a die. With all the 
boast exhibited of the success of former plans, 
the proposition contained in this scheme for 
the erection of a Christian party in politicks 
is the boldest and most imposing ; if the 
friends to our liberal principles of government 
are noton the alert, it will untimely succeed. 
It is the. strongest ground which they cantake, 
without the power of a despotick government. 
This plan arrays all the superstition in our 
country on its side, and wields the most pow- 
erful weapon known to the Union. On this 
point, all the force of all the iliberal sects 
can be brought to a focus, without compromit- 
ting their peculiar dogmas. Against this ac- 
cumulated and consentrated strength, we 
have nothing to oppose, save the scattered 
knowledge, the firmness, and the good com- 
mon sense of the community. 

The case appears to be a plain one. Onz 
one side is a ponderous, a dead weight, ready 
to crush our liberties, and reduce us to a state 
of ecclesiastical vassalage, from which noth- 
ing short of a revolution can deliver us. On 
the other side, are talent, and vigour, and in- 
telligence, which, if used with discretion, may 
avert the danger, and save the republic. The 





| odds are fearful indeed, but ‘* wisdom is pro- 


fitable to direct.” With concert, dilligence, 
and energy, we may rely for deliverance, tak- 
ing care to observe the motto, nil desperandum. 
MENTOR. 
es es 
One of the silliest practices now in vogue 
among editors is punning. A_ studied pun is 


like a stale jest at which no body laughs but 


its repeater. 








The Publisher of the Gospel Advocate, having in- 


curred great expense in purchasing the establishment, 


keeping of the day for religious services, but 
the compulsive msnner in which people are 
coerced into idleness, who are restrained by 
law from occupying it asthey do other days. 
I disapprove. For myself, 1 can truly say, | 
it has often been my delight, and the source 
ofmany énjoyments, and far from me be the 
idea of compelling men to labour on that day, 


and the publication requiring constant expenditures, 
feels that he is entitled to a prompt remuneration from 
his Patrons, and is compelled, earnestly to request 
all who are indebted, to make immediate payment, 
either to agents duly appointed, or to himself by mail. 
Circulars have been sent to most of our agents, who 
are respectfully requested to make returns as soon as 
collections can be made. 
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4. 


Portick Mepartuient, 


Although the sentiment expressed in the following stan- 
zas is unexeeptionable, they derive their chief exce}< 
lence from the occasion which gave them birth and 
the circumstances under which they were first pub- 
lickly repeated. The editor of this paper on his 
way to Cincinnati, Ohio, called to spend a Sabbath 
at Buffalo, where he had formerly ministered in 
word and doctrine. On entering the chapel, where 
oft-times the song of joyful praise had ascended to 
the Father of mercies, his ears were saluted with 
the following introductory hymn. The thrill of 
feeling produced by this unexpected tribute of affec- 
tion—rendered thrice endearing from the considera- 
tion that it was unaffected and yoluntary—cannot 
be described. It was enough to know that now this 
happy state of things exists—that now the joys of 
purest friendship are reciprocated in a place, where, 
but a few years since, the gloomy horrours of Er- 
rour were seen, and felt in almost every heart—that 
NOW, the melodious voices of happy youths are at- 
tuned to the immortal song of love divine. The 
concluding or “farewell Hymn” was peculiarly 
impressive and affecting:—the melting strains of 
harmony in which it was performed—the feeling 
apparently attending its execution, softened by the 
recollection of former times, can never be forgotten 
so long as time endures to him who feels so blessed 
in receiving the tokens of regard so kindly offered, 


Introductory Hymn,—L. M. 
1. Hail, our beloved Brother, hail! 
Return’d again thy flock to find— 
Come give us bread that cannot fail 
To satisfy the longing mind. 











2. Come, welcome to thy fold again ; 
The words of truth and life impart, 
To feed the mind, and sooth the pain, 
With healing balm make glad the heart. 


3. Rejoice, dear friends and brethren all— 

To hear the gladzome news of peace, 
FromZion’s Watchman on the wall, 
Proclaim’d for captives a release. 


. 0, come, to-day, your hearts prepare,— 
Receive the words of gospel seed ; 
And thus the bread of life we’ll share, 
With those who are from tondage freed, 


. Rejoice to hear the word of God, 
Proclaim’d by angels from above ; 
O may it bud like Aaron's rod! 
With joy produce the fruits of love, 


. Rejoice, the Lord is good, rejoice ! 
Our shepherd’s come, rejoice again ! 

And let us raise our tuneful voice, 
With joyful hearts, respond AmEn! 


Farewell Hymn,—H. M. 


1. Dear Brother, fare thee well— 
Go on with joy thy way, 
The gladsome tidings tell 
To all without delay— 
Thanks to our Lord and king above, 
He sends refreshing showers of love, 


2. Let cheerful voices raise 
Our hearts on wings of love, 
To thank, adore and praise 
Our blessed Friend above 
Thanks to the great Eternal King, 
With holy joy his praises sing. 
3.. Brother, farewell, again— 
Though sad we feel to part, 





Since thou canst not remain, eee 
Go on With joyfal heart ; 
-And from thy consecrated moath, 


Proclaim salvation to the South. 


4, Brother, go on we say, 
(Thy work is well begun,) 
Rejoicing on thy way, 
For truth and light will run ; 
And thus the wicked foe repel ;— 
But, lastly, Brether, parE THEE WELL, 
| 
The joy of earth and soul of heaven, 


There is.a plant that blossoms fair, 

Ite leaves are fresh and verdant ever ; 
Verdant and'rich the hues appear, 

And it will bud and blosom forever. 


There is a feeling reigns within, 
That bids the pulse responsive beat; 
*Tis fraught with virtues free from sin 
: As angels when they smiling greet. 


There is a union sweet of thought, 
Beyond the power, of gold to buy; 

‘There are emotions ne’er forgot, 
The glance of pure affection’s eye. 


There is a passion that has charm’d 
The Indian’s boist’rous sou! to rest, 

The misanthrepick bosom warm’d, 
Supplied the isolated breast. 


There is « sentiment that’s awed 
The profligate’s audacious brow ; 
The Lapland’s icy bosom thawed, 
His heart has glowed with lover’s vows. 


There is a little spark of fire 
To every social being given ; 

It glows, expands and rises higher, 
Until refin’d ’twill blaze in heaven, 


There is a thread that’s interwove 
With é¥’ry fibre of the heart ; 
It is the mystick ties of love, 
That e’en in Death will not depart. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 
The following lines are said to have been found among 
the papers of the late Rev. William Fessenden of 
Walpole, N. II. 

That three are one and one is three 
Isan idea that puzzles me. 
By many a learned sage ’tis said, 
That three are one in the God-head, 
That Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Are three at least and one at most. 
Tis thus they would all sense confound, 
By making God a strange compound 
Of natures two, aud persons three, 
All of the same equality. 
The Father then may be the Son, 
For both together make but one ; 
The Son may likewise be the Father 
Without the smallest change of either ; 
Yea, and the blessed Spirit te 
The Father, Son, and Deinits- 
This is the Creed of Christian folks, 
Who style themselves,true Orthodox ; 
All which, against plain commonjsense, 
You must believes or give offence ! 
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